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to certain urban immoveable property where
a custom of pre-emption is proved. The Act
provides J;wo escapes from its own provisions,
(1) by exemption which may be given by the
local Government : (2) by a proviso that where
a sale has been sanctioned by the Deputy Com-
missioner under the Alienation of Land Act, no
right of pre-emption exists. Naturally district
authorities advise recourse to the second method
of evasion to avoid a reference to Government
on the question of exemption, which has been
very sparingly given, but this procedure neces-
sitates delays which are utilized by relatives of
an alienor for speculation in chances of black
mail.

(3) There exists a custom in most tribes and
villages, to the effect that ancestral property
shall not be alienated except for necessity, i.e.,
except to pay pressing debts, or to provide for
the seller the ordinary means of subsistence.
The right of contesting any sale belongs to the
reversioners, and there is no bar to the suit un-
til at least six years after the alienation. Near-
ly one-third of the cases tried by an ordinary
civil judge are of this type, and of these about
three quarters are speculative. This custom
is the most serious impediment to the acquisi-
tion of land by private industrial companies,
and, as there is no exemption obtainable, it
affords a well known method of extorting money
from infant factories.